LAST SEASON

REVIEW

The 1994-1995 season should really have been called the 1995 season due to a 105 day labor stoppage.  By the time the season finally started, February was just around the corner.  But despite this, the season was still very intense - a shortened season meant every game counted more - and in the Eastern Conference, playoff seedings weren’t fully decided until the last game of the season.  The Penguins and Nordiques both burst out of the gates in full stride opening with 12-0-1 and 12-1 records respectively.  The Quebec Nordiques, who had not made the playoffs the previous season, finished 1994-1995 at the top of the Eastern Conference and only lost one game at home during the entire season.   The Penguins were backed up by Ken Wregget who filled in superbly for the injured Tom Barasso leading the league with 25 wins.  The Flyers, who had not been in the playoffs since the 1988-89 playoffs finished atop the Atlantic Devision due largely to the production from what was later dubbed the “Legion of Doom” line of Eric Lindros, Mikael Renberg and John Leclair who was obtained from the Montreal Canadiens with Eric Desjardin and Gigbert Dionne for Mark Recchi in a midseason trade. The Washington Capitals were contenders because of two key individuals- Goaltender Jim Carey and right winger Peter Bondra.  While Bondra scored most of the team’s goal and scored a league high 34 goals, Carey, recalled from the minors half way through the season had a 2.13 goals against average in 28 games giving the team the fourth best defensive numbers in the league.  The Panthers again missed the playoffs by one point losing the 8 position to the New York Rangers, but the true shocker was that the Montreal Canadiens missed their first playoffs since 1970.  Their late season trade of captain Kirk Muller and defenseman Matthieu Schneider to the Islanders for Pierre Turgeon and Vladimir Malakhov was a case of too little too late.

The Red Wings spent the entire season in fast forward winning their first President’s trophy in 30 years.  Their commitment to improving their defense paid off as the finished second best in the league in this category.  Meanhwhile the team excelled at the other end of the ice scoring the third most goals in the league.   The St. Louis Blues in their first year under former Rangers coach Mike Keenan started quickly and finished second only to the Red Wings in the Western Conference.  The loss of Mike Modano to injury with 14 games left in the season was a morale crusher for the Dallas Stars who dropped from third to fifth in the Central division but still managed to grab the 8th position for the playoffs.  Eddie Belfour and Chris Chelios had oustanding season as they led Chicago to their 26th consecutive playoff appearance despite the loss of Jeremy Roenick to injury for part of the season.  The Pacific Division was the only place in which a team could finish with a .500 record and still be second and that is what the Vancouver Canucks, the previous season’s Stanely Cup runner up, achieved with an 18-18-12 record.  The Calgary Flames once again finished easily atop the division with an oustanding season from Theon Fleury who led the team with 58 points.  Wayne Gretzky’s season did not extend to the playoffs for the second season in a row and the replacement of coach Barry Melrose did little to improve the Kings’ defense which finished third worst in the league.

Eric Lindros and Jaromir Jagr were the two shining stars of the league both finishing the season with 70 points, but Jagr was awarded the Art Ross trophy for scoring 3 more goals.

FINAL STANDINGS- 1994-1995 SEASON:

Northeast Division

Team
W
L
T
GF
GA
PTS

QUEBEC
30
13
5
185
134
65

PITTSBURGH
29
16
3
181
158
61

BOSTON
27
18
3
150
127
57

BUFFALO
22
19
7
130
119
51

HARTFORD
19
24
5
127
141
43

MONTREAL
18
23
7
125
148
43

OTTAWA
9
34
5
117
174
23

Atlantic Division:

Team
W
L
T
GF
GA
PTS

PHILADELPHIA
28
16
4
150
132
60

NEW JERSEY
22
18
8
136
121
52

WASHINGTON
22
18
8
136
120
52

NY RANGERS
22
23
3
139
134
47

FLORIDA
20
22
6
115
127
46

TAMPA BAY
17
28
3
120
144
37

NY ISLANDERS
15
28
5
126
158
35

Central Division:
Team
W
L
T
GF
GA
PTS

DETROIT
33
11
4
180
117
70

ST. LOUIS
28
15
5
178
135
61

CHICAGO
24
19
5
156
115
53

TORONTO
21
19
8
135
146
50

DALLAS
17
23
8
136
135
42

WINNNIPEG
16
25
7
157
177
39

Pacific Division:
Team
W
L
T
GF
GA
PTS

CALGARY
24
17
7
163
135
55

VANCOUVER
18
18
12
153
148
48

SAN JOSE
19
25
4
129
161
42

LOS ANGELES
16
23
9
142
174
41

EDMONTON
17
27
4
136
183
38

ANAHEIM
16
27
5
125
164
37

THE PLAYOFFS

EASTERN CONFERENCE

The battle for first place in the Eastern Conference between the Pittsburgh Penguins and the Quebec Nordiques lasted until the end of the season and many figured it would continue long into the playoffs but it never happened.  The speedy but small Quebec team was overpowered by the Rangers 4-2 who refused to make a first round exit after eeking into the 8th seed only to be steamrolled by the Philadelphia Flyers 4-0 in the semis.  Meanwhile the Penguins, refusing to be upset by the Capitals two seasons in a row rallied from a 3-1 deficit to win the series.  They were then promptly outmuscled by the New Jersey Devils 4-1 in the Semi-Finals.  The Conference finals matched up the offense minded Philadelphia Flyers led by the Legion of Doom with the defensive minded NJ Devils backed up by sophomore goaltender Martin Brodeur.   The Devils who already had five road wins in the playoffs continued their winning ways taking two on the road to begin the series.  But the Flyers were equal to the task, taking the next two in Byrne Meadowlands Arena in NJ.  The fifth game was the backbreaker as the Devils captured their NHL record tying 8th road game on a Claude Lemiuex goal at 19:15 of the third period. A 4-2 win back at home guaranteed the Devils' first trip to the Stanley Cup Finals.

Quarterfinals:

NY Rangers 4  Quebec Nordiques 2

Philadelphia Flyers 4  Buffalo Sabres 1

Pittsburgh Penguins 4  Washington Capitals 3

New Jersey Devils 4  Boston Bruins 1

Semi-Finals:

Philadelphia Flyers 4  NY Rangers 0

New Jersey Devils 4  Pittsburgh 1

Finals:
New Jersey Devils 4  Philadelphia Flyers 2

WESTERN CONFERENCE

Does anybody remember any team but the Red Wings from last season's Western Conference?  After all they completely dominated the conference with 70 points on their way to the President's trophy and their path to the Stanley Cup Finals was much less stressful compared to what the Devils faced.  The quarterfinals of the playoffs proved to be the most competitive series with three of the matchups going seven games.  The San Jose continued their giant killing ways of the 93-94 playoffs, when they ousted the heavily favored Red Wings in the first round, by eliminating the Calgary Flames with an overtime goal in game seven.  In the other two 7-game series, the Canucks knocked out the Blues who had the second best record in the conference and the Blackhawks dashed the hopes of the Maple Leafs.  The Detroit Red Wings meanwhile rolled by the Dallas Stars with an easy 4-1 victory and had a nice long rest as they watched their other opponents struggle to the very end.  The Semi-finals went like clockwork.  Detroit had their revenge on the Sharks outscoring them 36-12  in a 4-0 wipeout.  The Blackhawks similarly won their series in four straight over the Canucks but it required three overtime wins.  Luck has a way of evening out and it certainly did for the Blackhawks in their Conference final matchup with the Red Wings.  The Red Wings slowly advanced to a 3-0 lead winning two in overtime.  The Blackhawks took the fourth game with a decisive 5-2 win but lost the fifth with yet another overtime loss sending the Red Wings to the Stanley Cup Finals for the first time in 29 years.

Quarterfinals:
Detroit Red Wings 4  Dallas Stars 1

San Jose Sharks 4  Calgary Flames 3

Vancouver Canucks 4  St. Louis Blues 3

Chicago Blackhawks 4  Toronto Maple Leafs 3

Semi-Finals:
Detroit Red Wings 4,  San Jose 0

Chicago Blackhawks 4  Vancouver Canucks 0

Finals:

Detroit Red Wings 4  Chicago Blackhawks 1

STANLEY CUP FINALS

The Detroit Red Wings were heavily favored from the start.  They had the best record in the season.  They had a superior offense and even an impressive defense under the tutelage of coach, Scotty Bowman.  It seemed like a no brainer.  Except that the team they were playing was the New Jersey Devils led by Jacque Lemaire, a student of Bowman's and winner of eight Stanley Cups as a player.  Except that this team, who gave new definition to the word, had never gotten respect and were out to pound the opposition until they got some.  Except that this team was backed by a goalie and a defense that wasn't giving up goals no matter how powerful the opponent's offense.  Except that this team was being led by a winger name Claude Lemieux who was scoring more goals in the playoffs than he had in the whole regular season.

In the first game of the series, the Red Wings were limited to a season low 17 shots losing 2-1.  Before the Devils left Joe Louis arena for New Jersey, they had two under their belt, bringing up their road victory total to 10.  Back at home, the Devils played a different style opening up their offense and were rewarded with an easy 5-2 victory as Bowman blasted his team for imposing on him the most embarrassing moment of his career.  Bowman's tirade appeared to pay early dividends in game four as his team took a lead midway through.  However, their lead was shortlived as the Devils took over from there allowing the Wings only one shot in the third period on their way to another 5-2 victory and the first championship for the team Wayne Gretzky once referred to as a Mickey Mouse Club.

DEVILS GLORY OVERSHADOWED BY POSSIBLE MOVE TO NASHVILLE

All eyes were on the Devils as they fought their way to the Stanley Cup but none more than those of the executives at Gaylord Entertainment in Nashville who wanted to snatch the New Jersey Devils away from their hometown.  While Devils owner, John McMullen pondered the lucrative deal - a $20 million relocation bonus just for starters- Devils fans were left in limbo not knowing how vigorously to cheer for a team that could quite possibly be raising their championship banner in a state other than where they earned it.  However, cheer they did, and John McMullen later said it that the outpouring of support at the celebration parade made an impact on him in his decision to remain in New Jersey.  But it wasn't that easy.  Negotiations between the New Jersey Sports Authority and the New Jersey Devils with the intervention of Governor Christie Whitman went on through the summer finally resulting in a one year extension and a September 15th deadline to sign a longer term deal.  On November 8th after three deadline postponements, the two sides finally came to an agreement that will keep the Devils in New Jersey for at least 12 years.  

THE AWARDS FROM 1995

Hart Memorial Trophy

Winner: Eric Lindros, Philadelphia Flyers

Runners-Up: Jaromir Jagr, Pittsburgh Penguins; Dominik Hasek, Buffalo Sabres

James Norris Trophy

Winner: Paul Coffey, Detroit Red Wings

Runners-Up: Chris Chelios, Chicago Blackhawks; Ray Bourque, Boston Bruins

Lady Byng Trophy
Winner: Ron Francis, Pittsburgh Penguins

Runners-Up: Adam Oates, Boston Bruins; Alexei Zhamnov, Winnipeg Jets

Vezina Trophy
Winner: Dominik Hasek, Buffalo Sabres

Runners-Up: Ed Belfour, Chicago Blackhawks; Jim Carey, Washington Capitals

Art Ross Trophy

Winner: Jaromir Jagr, Pittsburgh Penguins

Runners-Up: Eric Lindros, Philadelphia Flyers; Alexei Zhamnov, Winnipeg Jets

Calder Memorial Trophy

Winner: Peter Forsberg, Quebec Nordiques

Runners-Up: Jim Carey, Washington Capitals; Paul Kariya, Anaheim Mighty Ducks

Frank J. Selke Trophy
Winner: Ron Francis, Pittsburgh Penguins

Runners-Up: Esa Tikkanen, St. Louis Blues; Joel Otto, Calgary Flames

William Jennings Trophy
Winner: Ed Belfour, Chicago Blackhawks

Runners-Up: Mike Vernon and Chris Osgood, Detroit Red Wings; Dominik Hasek, Buffalo Sabres

Jack Adams Award
Winner: Marc Crawford, Quebec Nordiques

Runners-Up: Scott Bowman, Detroit Red Wings; Terry Murray, Philadelphia Flyers

King Clancy Award
Winner: Joe Nieuwendyk, Calgary Flames

Runner-Up: Doug Gilmour, Toronto Maple Leafs

Bill Masterton Trophy
Winner: Pat LaFontaine, Buffalo Sabres

Runners-Up: Kevin Dineen, Philadelphia Flyers; Steve Smith, Chicago Blackhawks

Alka-Seltzer Plus Award
Winner: Ron Francis

Lester Patrick Award
Winners: Brian Mullen, Joe Mullen, Bob Fleming

Lester B. Pearson Award
Winner: Eric Lindros, Philadelphia Flyers

Conn Smythe Trophy
Winner: Claude Lemieux, New Jersey Devils

Presidents; Trophy
Winner: Detroit Red Wings

